River Rally- Keystone, Colorado

The River Network, established in 1988, is an
organization that works to protect and re-
store rivers and their watersheds as well as to
help people understand them.

In 2000 the first annual National River Rally
took place which is now the ‘focal point for
professional advancement, strategy develop-
ment, networking and organizing for the wa-
tershed protection community.” More than
500 participants each year (alternating from
the East to West coasts) come to the River
Rally from across the nation and beyond. This

year the Rally was held in Keystone, Colorad

from May 20" to 24".

The Executive Director of the Passaic River
Coalition, Hla Filippone, was invited by the
River Network to attend the conference as a
‘watershed expert.” During her time there,
Ms. Filippone participated in a pair of panel
discussions starting with the Watershed Dia-
logue - Accelerating Watershed Protection at
the Local Level. The main issue was how the
EPA can support local watershed groups ef-
fectively. The EPA currently has a program
that helps watershed groups to improve and

restore watersheds. A National Strategy will

be established to support current protection
efforts by developing the right tools and pos-
sibly new strategies to support local water-
shed protection efforts in the future.

The discussion focused on the general appli-
cation of tools for restoring and improving
impaired water quality in watersheds across
the country and the extent to which tools for
specific watersheds should be used. The ob-
jectives and activities already being carried
out by the EPA Office of Water were provided
in order to determine the awareness and ef-

o,fectiveness of them by participants of the dis-

cussion as well as to lead to further improve-
ments. Other goals for local watersheds in-
cluded working with states and stakeholders
to develop and improve protection ap-
proaches as well as increasing the efficiency
of state, regional, and national organizations
for support.
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Fneldand Acquired by PRC

Pine Island, also referred to as Fox lIsland, is
on the New Jersey section of Greenwood Lake
in West Milford. The 15 acre property is sur-

rounded by shores of suburban homes and a

completely developed landscape.

The increasing problems in the area, includ-
ing septic runoff into the lake causing a
growth of weeds, made the acquisition of a
6.8 acre parcel of the island virtually neces-
sary. The area zoned for three houses con-
tains remnants of a log cabin and a generous
natural habitat. There is a Great Blue Heron
Rookery on the property as well as a large
population of wading birds who also migrate
back to the island every year. In addition,
there are many other plant and animal species

that inhabit the area such as huge rhododen-

dron, orchids, and blueberry bushes, a great
Largemouth Bass population, as well as many
other bird species. Ela Filippone commented
that it is a ‘fantastic wildlife refuge’ that really
needed to be saved. The end of the island

A Great Blue Heron wades in shallow water on the Pine
Island property. This acquisition is home to an impres-
sive Great Blue Heron rookery.

needed to be saved. The end of the island now
contains one of the only pristine pieces of
land left in the area, where birds call home
and plants grow freely, lessening the chance

for greater pollution to the lake and surroun

ing area.
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‘Highlands Meadow’ Saved from Development

View of the Monksville Reservoir from the Highlands
Meadow Property.

This 17.3 acre property was already zoned for
a cul-dessac and 5 houses. The land is set on
a beautiful landscape which overlooks the
Monksville Reservoir and is adjacent to prop-

erties already owned by the state as parklai

Interestingly, this nearly million dollar pur-
chase had all of the approvals for its develop-
ment. Thankfully the PRC put in a lot of work
to acquire the land as fast as they could so
that the planned subdivision was never built.
The land which is mostly wooded also con-
tains a small meadow and extensive wetlands.
It was preserved as open space with the intent
of valuing it as a scenic overlook above the
reservoir and also to preserve the reservoir’s
water quality from the consequences of house
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The property named ‘Highlands Meadow’ in construction, tree removal, and dock constry
Ringwood was recently acquired by the PRC. tion.
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